
 
 

Annual Meeting of USATF Alabama Association 
Sunday, September 28, 2025 

Virtual Meeting  
 

The Meeting was called to order at 1:00pm by President, Connie Tolbert-McClinton.  The president 
asked Membership Chair if we had a quorum to conduct the meeting.  Membership Chair acknowledged a 
quorum present.  The president welcomed all to the Annual Association Meeting for 2025. The floor was 
then turned over to Jerry McCoy, Elections Committee Chair to handle the Election of Officers for 2025-
2027. 
 
Jerry McCoy, Elections Committee Chair Report 
  Jerry McCoy opened welcoming everyone for being on the call, and directed all to the Chat 
window.  He stated in the chat window is a nomination form, and encouraged all to submit nominations 
for consideration for officer positions.  He stated we will entertain nominations for officer positions first, 
and later we will have nominations for board positions.   He emphasized both are being shared at 
different times to keep positions from being confused with officer positions vs board positions.  
Approximately 15 minutes was allowed for members to complete and submit nomination forms.    While 
waiting on nominations to be submitted, the president called for the Secretary to share the minutes of the 
Annual 2024 meeting. 
 
Minutes of the Annual 2024 Meeting (September 15. 2024) 
 Dora Sims, Secretary shared the minutes have been uploaded on the website, and all members 
were encouraged to take a few minutes to review the minutes, and then we will return and call for a 
motion of any discussion, and then entertain a motion to accept and approve the minutes.  Members were 
allowed 15 minutes to review the minutes, followed with a call for a motion to discuss, or accept the 
minutes.    Jerry McCoy moved to accept the minutes.  Bryan Lorge 2nd the motion.  Hearing no discussion, 
oppositions or abstentions to the minutes, the minutes were approved as presented.   
 

The floor was turned back over to the president, who proceeded to turn floor over to Jerry McCoy, 
Elections Chair for the continuation of the Election of Officers. 
 
Jerry McCoy, Elections Chair Report (cont’d) 

  Jerry McCoy resumed the Elections stating the floor is now open for the positions of President, 
Vice President, Secretary, and we will follow with other officer positions.  

 
Office of President 

Jerry McCoy stated we have one application for the position of President from Connie Tolbert-
McClinton.  He stated we will need a nomination from the floor to accept Connie Tolbert-McClinton’s 
application for president.  Lauretta Freeman-Booker moved to accept the nomination of Connie Tolbert-
McClinton as president.   The motion was 2nd by Sheila Crenshaw.   

Jerry McCoy called for any other nominations from the floor for the office of president.  Hearing 
none, he called for a motion to close the nominations on the one name of Connie Tolbert-McClinton.  
Motion was made by Dora Sims, and 2nd by Bryan Lorge.  A called to vote; Connie Tolbert-McClinton was 
elected by acclamation as being the only candidate for the office of president.   She was congratulated as 
being voted as President. 

 



 
 
Office of Vice-President 

The floor was opened for the position of Vice-President.  Jerry McCoy stated we have one 
application from Carl Joey Lauderdale.  Bryan Lorge made the motion to accept Carl Joey Lauderdale’s 
application.  Gene Tomlin 2nd the motion.   Jerry McCoy called for any other nominations from the floor 
for the office of vice-president.  Hearing none, he called for a motion to close the nominations on the one 
name, Carl Joey Laudedale.   

Motion made by Jerry McCoy, and 2nd by Dora Sims to close the nominations for the office of vice-
president.  Jerry called for the vote; Carl Joey Lauderdale was voted by acclamation as the one candidate 
for the office of vice-president.  Carl Joey Lauderdale was congratulated as officially being elected Vice-
President for the Alabama Association.  He thanked everyone! 

 
Office of Secretary 

Jerry McCoy called for nominations for the position of Secretary.  Felicia Cushionberry was 
nominated as secretary.  Billy Williams Sr. 2nd the nomination.  A called for any other nominations from 
the floor.  Hearing none, Jerry McCoy moved to close the nominations.  Gene Tomlin 2nd the nomination 
for the office of secretary.  Felicia Cushionberry was voted by acclamation as the secretary, and 
congratulated.  She thanked everyone on her election.      

 
Office of Treasurer 

Jerry McCoy called for nominations for position of Treasurer.  Latricia Edwards volunteered to 
serve.   Jerry McCoy called for a motion to accept Latricia Edwards.  Theresa Baker motioned to accept 
Latricia Edwards for office of treasurer; motion was 2nd by Grace McCoy.  Jerry McCoy called for any other 
nominations from the floor.  Hearing none, Jerry McCoy made the motion to closed the nominations; 
motion 2nd by Dora Sims.      Latricia Edwards was voted by acclamation as the treasurer, and she was 
thanked and congratulated for accepting the position as treasurer.    Latricia Edwards thanked everyone 
for their support. 
 
Office of Membership Chair 

 Jerry McCoy called for nominations for the position of Membership Chair.  John Bahakel 
nominated Gene Tomlin; Felicia Cushenberry 2nd the nomination.  Jerry McCoy made a call for any other 
nominations from the floor.  Hearing none, Jerry McCoy made the motion to close the nominations.  
Motion 2nd by Dora Sims.  Gene Tomlin was elected by acclamation, congratulated, and President Connie 
Tolbert-McClinton thanked him for his continued support.  Gene Tomlin thanked everyone.    
 
Office of Member at Large 

  Jerry McCoy opened the floor for nominations for Member at Large.  He stated that this person will be 
replacing him, and it is a diversified position as they could be asked to do a variety of things.  Gene Tomlin 
nominated Dora Sims if she will accept.  I accepted the nomination.  Jerry McCoy called for a motion to 2nd the 
nomination of Dora Sims.  The motion was 2nd by Sheila Crenshaw.  Jerry McCoy called for vote to accept Dora Sims 
as Member at Large.  I was voted by acclamation, and thanked everyone for their support.    
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Office of Approved Coach 

Jerry McCoy stated the next position is the Office of Approved Coach.  He shared the person in this 
position will be one who will assist with securing venue selections, secure athletes, works behind the 
scenes, and should possess a passion for Track & Field to ensure the success of the organization.     

 
The floor was opened for nominations.  Jerry McCoy was nominated by Felicia Cushenberry.  

Sheila Crenshaw, 2nd the nomination for Jerry McCoy.  Jerry McCoy declined the nomination, and was 
thankful for the nomination, but declined stating he is not a coach. 

 
  President Connie Tolbert-McClinton asked if the approved coach candidate should be listed on 

the Coaches’ Registry.  John Bahakel, Law & Legislation, was asked to respond.  He stated he would have 
to research.  He then stated the bylaws does not indicate it is a requirement, and it should not make the 
individual ineligible to serve as an approved coach.   

 
Theresa Baker nominated Randy Yarbrough; motion was 2nd by Grace McCoy.  Randy Yarbrough 

thanked them for their nomination, but declined the position stating he is not a coach, and would not be 
able to fulfil the obligation. 

 
At this time, it was noted that Easter Grant, an athlete, joined the meeting as a guest.  
  
Felicia Cushenberry announced that Grace McCoy’s name was nominated in the Chat box.  Grace 

declined the nomination.  Theresa Baker nominated Jim Bogle, 2nd by Jerry McCoy.  Jim Bogle declined 
due to personal family issues stating he would not be able to fulfil the position at this time.   

 
  John Bahakel nominated Lauretta Freeman-Booker, motion 2nd by Jerry McCoy.  She stated she is a 
therapist, and not a coach, but will accept if no one else wants to serve, that she will do her best to assist.   
 

Jerry McCoy called for the vote for Lauretta Freeman-Booker for the Approved Coach position.  
Lauretta Freeman-Booker was voted by acclamation to fill the position.   President Connie Tolbert-
McClinton thanked her for stepping up to accept the position.   
 
Athletes’ Position 
 Jerry McCoy opened stating we have three athlete positions that we need to fill as an association.  The 
athletes serve on the Officers’ Board.   The floor was opened for nominations of any athletes. 
  Dora Sims nominated James Hammonds Jr.  Jerry stated James Hammonds Jr. is already on the board.  
Dora Sims then nominated Damien Hines.  Damien Hines was not on the call.   
 Carlos Mathews nominated Easter Grant.  Bryan shared that Easter Grant is a member of the Gulf 
association, is not a member of the Alabama association, and is not eligible. Carlos was thanked for the 
nomination.  

Jerry McCoy then stated that James Hammonds Jr. had been appointed to the board after our last 
meeting, and for James Hammonds Jr. to continue to serve in that position, he needs to be nominated and voted 
to serve.   

Jerry McCoy called for a nomination from the floor for James Hammonds Jr.  Sheila Crenshaw made the 
nomination; Theresa Baker 2nd the nomination.  James Hammonds Jr. was voted by acclamation, congratulated, 
and thanked for his service. 

Jerry McCoy thanked all members for being elected to their office positions, and he thanked those who 
stepped up to serve to help our organization grow stating we look forward to working with everyone. 



 
 

Jerry McCoy turned the floor back over to the president with his closing comments stating we will allow 
the board to handle appointing athletes to fill the remaining positions on the board soon.   

  
President’s Report 

President, Connie Tolbert-McClinton opened thanking Jerry McCoy for doing an outstanding job 
handling the elections clearing up any glitches for clarity to make the process easier.   

She shared of the Presidents’ Outstanding Award initiative that has been going on for a year that 
targeted the outstanding individual for membership, outstanding official for membership, and the 
outstanding club.  She reported she attended different events without the individuals’ awareness of her 
presence to just evaluate; she observed a couple of clubs at practice, and at the Regional Meet, and further 
shared she felt that it made not just the athletes, parents, but everyone from the young to the old feel that 
they belonged by giving this incentive. 

 She also shared they kicked off the Junior Officials’ Program in September that targeted ages 14 to 
17 who are not competing as an athlete to know that there are other avenues they can participate being a 
member of the USATF Alabama Association.  She thanked all the members and mentors for their 
involvement.  She concluded her report stating this year’s Annual Conference will have the option of 
virtual attendance. 

 
Financial Report – Randy Yarbrough, Treasurer 

Randy Yarbrough reported Balance forward as of September 1st in the regular checking account 
$52,473.13, and the CD value $5,491.00.  He stated there were checks cleared from last year, and there 
are two checks outstanding totaling $2, 110 for Oxford High School volunteers for the Association Meet; 
Regional 6 meet volunteers, and White Plains volunteers.  He stated the current balance is $52,681.42, 
and he projects that once the outstanding checks are cleared, the balance will be approximately $50, 
570.00.   
 Randy Yarbrough shared he will work with the new treasurer to assist with transitioning the 
books, etc. which will take place October 1st.  
 
Membership Report – Gene Tomlin, Chair 
 

Category 2025 2024 Change 
Adult 276 269 +7 
Youth 403 441 -38 

Officials (4-year) 24 29 -5 
Officials (1-year) 37 28 +9 

VIP 7 4 +3 
Total 747 771 -24 

    
Competitive 15 14 +1 

Competitive and Organizer 14 13 +1 
Organizer 3 3 0 

Total Clubs 32 30 +2 
   
 
 
 



 
 
Youth Committee Report – Chair – Sheila Crenshaw 

Unavailable to report due to another obligation. 
 
Masters Chair Report – Acting Chair - Randy Yarbrough 
 Report waived due to no activity at this time. 
 
Men & Women’s LDR – David Bullock, Chair 
 David Bullock reported currently the LDR is inactive. He stated he sent a planning improvement 
report out for the LDR races for next year and this year.   After meeting with the Executive Board, it was 
decided that all meets for this year would be postponed except two; the 5K to be held Saturday, October 
4th(10am) on Williams’ Farm at A&M University, and the Junior Olympic meet will be held in Mobile on 
November 15th.  He said Sheila Crenshaw will have more information on the Junior Olympic Meet.   
 
Certification Chair - Connie Tolbert-McClinton 
  Connie Tolbert-McClinton reported the current status of certified officials for the Alabama 
Association vs the listing on the national registry stating the national registry still lists all individuals who 
had been an official, and even those who have transitioned.    
 

Current Certified Officials (Alabama Assn): 
Apprentice  38 
Association  45 
National  32 
Masters     5 

 
Old Business  

Dora Sims shared that she and Randy Yarbrough are working to get a new re-assessment of Parker 
High School site from Gill Athletics for hosting national championships.   Randy Yarbrough shared that 
this started prior to COVID because Birmingham wanted an outdoor facility equipped as its Indoor facility 
(Birmingham Crossplex) that hosts national meets.  Report concluded with a request that before any 
decision is made that an updated assessment is received from Gill Athletics is brought back to the body 
for discussion and the next steps   
 
New Business: 

Randy Yarbrough made a request that the deficiencies in the bylaws are discussed to bring them 
up to date, and in line with the national office of USATF.  He further recommended that the board 
undertake immediately something for the association to vote on as he believes the bylaws must be voted 
on by the entire membership, and he also stated he believes the bylaws states the association is required 
to have an annual meeting, but it also states the association can have a meeting 6 months later following 
the annual meeting.  Randy Yarbrough was hopeful that something should be ready within the next 6-
months for the membership to vote on and be prepared for the next annual meeting to put the bylaws in 
place for the association. 
 

John Bakael, committee rep of Birmingham on the Law & Legislation Committee for the national 
office stated there may be some things the association need to address, and he suggested a special call 
meeting to discuss some specific items.   
 



 
 

Bryan Lorge responded saying he supports both Randy Yarbrough and John Bahakel, but he asked 
based on the L&L guidelines, does the bylaws reference having a separate committee to look at the 
bylaws.  John Bahakel stated L&L is responsible for maintaining the bylaws, and he suggested it would be 
advantageous to have an active L&L committee of the Alabama association involved to allow a variety of 
opinions. 
 

President Connie Tolbert-McClinton asked John Bahakel if at one time, there was a bylaws 
committee, and if he was the chair or part of that committee along with other members of the association.  
John Bahakel responded that at one time,  4 or 5 presidents ago, but he stated it would be more 
advantageous to have several people who are knowledgeable working with bylaws to be on the 
committee because it will be a daunting task, and he said once the bylaws are tentatively approved, they 
will need to be submitted to the national office for approval before being presented to the association for 
discussion and a vote. 
 

Bryan Lorge then suggested to the President stating because of the number of years he has been 
involved, and he has already begun to make some markings on the bylaws, he would like to be assigned 
to the committee, and he also suggested by spelling Randy Yarbrough’s name to be assigned to the 
committee.     
 

Bryan Lorge shared closing remarks thanking everyone who stepped up today to volunteer to 
serve.  He stated the association needs a Masters Chair, LDR Chair, and he is hopeful we will have an 
active Youth Committee to help take some of the work load off the Executive Board.   
 

Carlos Mathews announced that the national office will make a site visit of their facility on October 
9, 10 & 11th for consideration to host the USATF Junior Olympic Outdoor championship as a possibility in 
lieu of last year’s site held in Savannah, Georgia. 
 
Elections Committee Chair – Jerry McCoy 

Jerry McCoy was asked to give final comments as a wrap up to the Elections.  He gave thanks to 
everyone for their participation, and stepping up to serve on the Administrative Board.  He said he is 
confident everyone will do a great job.   He reiterated thanking the new Board of Directors for election to 
serve 2025-2027: 
 

Connie Tolbert-McClinton – President 
Carl Joey Lauderdale – Vice-President 

Felicia Cushenberry – Secretary 
Latricia Edwards – Treasurer 

Gene Tomlin – Membership Chair 
Member at Large – Dora U. Sims 

Approved Coach – Lauretta Freeman-Booker 
Athlete – James Hammonds Jr. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
President-elect Connie Tolbert-McClinton shared following closing remarks by the Elections Chair, called 
for a motion to close the meeting at 2:37pm.   
It was motion by Felicia Cushenberry and 2nd by Billy Williams Sr. to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
Total meeting attendance 25 
The meeting adjourned at 2:37pm 
 
 
Dora Sims, Secretary 
Connie Tolbert-McClinton, President 
Bryan Lorge, Vice-President 
Members  
  
 


